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Spring 2020 MALA Newsletter 
Here’s hoping that this edition of the Merifield Acres newsletter finds all residents safe 

and well. 

Merifield Acres News 

Merifield Apple Orchard 

Lee Baldwin sent beautiful pictures of apple 

blossoms and small apples growing on the 

old (original) trees in the Merifield Apple 

Orchard.  If you would like to volunteer to 

help care for the Orchard, please contact Lee 

Baldwin, lbaldwin01@aol.com or give her a 

call at 919-623-3556.  Thank you to all 

volunteers who have worked so hard to 

preserve, resurrect, and care for the Orchard. 

Postponement of Airport Day 

Rick and Lee Baldwin have postponed Airport Day, which has been held in June for the 

last two years.  A rescheduled date for this event has not been announced. 

New Aviation Flag (Windsock) at the Merifield 
Airport 

Kevin Hensley and Lee and Rick Baldwin have provided 

pictures of the new windsock at the Merifield Airport, or as 

Kevin says “The most beautiful airport in Virginia.”  This 

new windsock is more visible and more responsive to the 

winds.  Please drive by and take a look. 

Tennis Court Resurfacing 

Kevin Hensley reported that Tammy Bradshaw and crew 

have repainted the Merifield Tennis Court with a mildew 

resistant paint.  The tennis court is now in “top form.”  Again, 

please come by and see the improvement. 

Passing of Dewitt VanArsdale 

A long time Merifield resident Dewitt VanArsdale died on May 27, 2020.  Dewitt served 

on the Merifield HOA Board from October of 2003 until October of 2016.  He served as 

Treasurer of the HOA for several years during his time on the Board.  He was a kind and 

funny man who loved living on the lake.  A full obituary can be found at: 

https://www.brookslyon.com/obituaries/Dewitt-Vanarsdale/#!/Obituary 
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Daughter of Michael and Sandy Parke 

Michael and Sandy Parke have now moved permanently into their house in Merifield.  

Michael contacted me with the news that their youngest daughter Alex has graduated from 

Navy Bookcamp in Great Lakes, Illinois, on March 20th, and is now in Pensacola, Florida, 

for her next training.  Michael said that Alex had stayed at their house in Clarksville last 

year and he thought that some of their neighbors on Merifield Drive might remember her.  

After planning to attend her graduation ceremony, Covid-19 prevented the proud parents 

from traveling to the event.  Welcome Sandy and Michael Parke, who are now full time 

Merifield residents! 

Please Be a Considerate Neighbor 

At the February HOA Board meeting, there was discussion about all-night outside lighting 

that is so bright that it interferes with astronomy, stargazing or enjoying the nighttime 

darkness.  If you have outside lights that are overly bright, please do be considerate of 

your neighbors.  Thank you. 

MALA Board and Annual Meetings 

Please mark your calendar now for the upcoming MALA Board Meetings scheduled the 

2nd Tuesday of every EVEN month and held in the Hensley’s garage: Left at the tennis 

courts, 2nd drive on the right on Occoneechee. 

All Board meetings start promptly at 7:00 P.M. 

       Board Meeting – June 9, 2020    

PLEASE NOTE – The June Board Meeting will be held in the airport 

hangar at Rick and Lee Baldwin’s house located at 103 Meriwether Drive.  

Appropriate social distancing will be practiced. 

       Board Meeting – August 11, 2020 

       Annual Meeting/Picnic – September/October 2020 

       Board Meeting – December 8, 2020 

MALA February 2020 Board Meeting Minutes and April 2020 
Committee Reports 

This edition of the newsletter contains the minutes from the February 11th, 2020, MALA 

HOA Board meeting.  Also included are HOA Committee Reports that were submitted in 

lieu of the April 14th, Board meeting, which was cancelled due to Covid-19. 

Merifield Acres Landowners' Association  

Board Meeting—February 11, 2020 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Kevin Hensley, 

President, at 7:01 pm at the Hensley’s garage.  

II. Roll Call (by sign-in):  The following board members were present:  Annie 

Hensley, Kevin Hensley, Rick Baldwin, Lee Baldwin, Emily Howie, Hal 

Norman, Mike Compton, Chris Crouse, Rusty Bishop, Kathy Compton, and Ed 

Mazur.  Sambo Lewis was also in attendance.  

III. Minutes—December 2019 minutes were moved to be approved, the move 

was seconded, and the minutes were approved unanimously.   
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IV. Committee Reports/Open Issues (organized alphabetically by Committee 

after President’s and Treasurer’s reports) 

First Order of Business and President’s Report—Kevin greeted the Board 

and proceeded directly to the Committee Reports. 

Treasurer’s Report—Annie Hensley, Treasurer, presented the report.  We 

have $104,324.99 in a CD at 2.35% and $142,747.39 in checking at Carter’s 

Bank. We are going to reinvest the current CD in another investment.  We 

want to check out the possible short-term CD’s available for the excess.  

There needs to be a discussion about when funds should be withdrawn from 

the bank and invested.  

Ed Mazur reported that we have around $202,744.58 as of December in the 

Benchmark investments.  The income for the time that we had our funds in the 

account in 2019 was $2945.03.   

Appearance and Beautification—(Kevin reported for Butch Cheatham and 

Chip Overton) We were very lucky with the recent storm.  Even though we had 

heavy rain followed by strong winds, we had little tree debris to clean up and 

no reported property damage.  We have only a couple of active members on 

the Beautification Committee, so we thank our residents who clean the roads 

near their property of tree debris and litter, as well as those volunteers who 

walk our roads picking up litter deposited by disrespectful drivers.  We have 

several residents of Merifield Acres who have set examples for the rest of us, 

Kevin Hensley, Sambo Lewis, and Victoria Sondeker.  Recently, Victoria 

Sondecker and Kevin picked up trash along Old National Hwy.  It 

looks much better!  Our volunteers keep Merifield beautiful.  We plan on 

trimming the shrubs and mulching the entrance in the spring. 

Architectural Committee—Alan Weyman, Chair, reported that there were no 

applications for approval, issues, or complaints during this reporting period.  

Directory—Lee Baldwin:  Lee has been updating the directory from 

information from assessment payments.  Lee is debating whether to include 

email addresses in the printed directory that is distributed in the fall.  It might 

be best to offer residents the option to opt-in listing their email address in the 

printed directory.  More discussion of this question should be included at the 

next HOA Board meeting. 

Aviation Committee—Rick Baldwin, chair: We had one based aircraft this 

year. We had two pilots from Canada who landed and spent the night.  We 

have video from their visit that we can make available for the website. They 

were on their way to Fincastle and returned to Manitoba.  Sambo Lewis noted 

that we need an update on the committee information on the website.  Hal 

said that he will update the information when he receives the updated 

information. 

Orchard Update—Lee Baldwin: Plans are in the works for weeding and laying 

landscape fabric under the trees.  We will send out information about how 

residents can help with their care. 

Oak Park Update—Kevin: Thank you to Victoria and Mike Ianuzzi.  They have 

made a bluebird trail and are putting more in the apple orchard.  Barbara 

Tierney is preparing new flower beds around the barn in Oak Park. 
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http://www.virginiaslakeregion.com/



Common Areas and Facilities Committee—Allen Weyman, chair.  There 

was an accident at the last curve coming into Merifield.  EMS, Fire, and State 

Police responded.  No one was hurt.  

Deer Control Committee—Kevin reported for Scott Diamond, chair: The deer 

are not on leashes, ya’ll.  Please drive slowly. 

Roads and Maintenance Committee—Mike Gupton: Mike was not present 

but reported by phone.  We have not had many issues because it has been a 

mild winter. 

Security Committee—David Hammer: David was not present and did not 

present a report. 

Newsletter, Email and Newcomer Welcoming—Emily Howie: Emily said 

thank you for the compliments on the newsletter.  Due to lack of neighborhood 

news, we will be planning an issue every other month.  

Emily is still working on the Easter Egg Hunt. Easter is April 12, but we might 

do the hunt the next weekend (Saturday, April 18, with a rain date April 25).  

Emily will be preparing her flyer once the plans are established.  The event will 

be from 11:00-1:00, with the egg hunt first.  Merifield family and friends will be 

welcome. [Note: The Easter Egg hunt has now been cancelled for the year 

due to COVID-19.] 

Webpage—Hal Norman: Hal is working on new pages, including Airport and 

Architecture.  Please send any interesting photos to:  mala@halnorman.com. 

V. New Business—Ed Mazur mentioned dusk to dawn lights.  Are there any 

procedures to address these?  We can discuss this concern in the newsletter 

and in future Board meetings. 

VI. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned by Kevin Hensley at 7:55 PM. 

 

Reports Intended for Cancelled Board Meeting Scheduled for April 14, 2020 

I. No meeting was held. These are NOT minutes: The following reports 

were shared via email with Lee Baldwin. 

II. N/A 

III. N/A 

IV. Committee Reports (organized alphabetically by Committee after 

President’s and  

Treasurer’s reports) 

President’s Report—Kevin:   Volunteers,  where would we be without you 

all? You do so much for your neighborhood. From building projects to 

beautification, I am so grateful for what you do . Thank you.   

Ok let's start, if you haven't been to Oak Park in a while , please check out our 

progress . The Apple Orchard is making a comeback with the Baldwins' 

guidance.  A new wind sock for our Airport is going up. The tennis court will be 

Mecklenburg County, 

VA – The Official 

Visitors Guide:

www.visitmeckva.com

Lake Map:

www.kerrlake.com/map/map.htm

Lake Country Regional Airport:

http://lakecountryregionalairport.org/
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http://www.lakecountryspca.org

Clarksville Government:

www.clarksvilleva.org/government
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1192 Occoneechee Park Rd.

 Clarksville, VA 23927
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Email Address;

 Occoneechee@dcr.virginia.gov

Website:
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ormation



repainted with a mildew resistant paint soon . I will lock the tennis court for 

about a week while we repair the surface . Sorry , but you will love the new 

surface . My drill crew will donate a well next door to the Apple Orchard to help 

with watering (photos to follow ) . 

Thank you everyone!  

Treasurer’s Report—Annie Hensley, Treasurer:  Annie reported that MALA 

currently has $93,955.95 in the MALA checking account at Carter's Bank and 

Trust and $104,000.00 in a one-year CD with Carter's Bank at 1.65%.  We 

also have eight 10,000.00 CD's in Touchstone Bank for 9 months at 1.75%.   

Appearance and Beautification—Butch Cheatham:  We continue to work on 

the front entrance, where we have lost one of the two red maples.  The dead 

tree has been removed.  We are waiting until May to burn the debris pile in 

Oak Park.  

Architectural Committee—Alan Weyman, chair: Four requests for 

Architectural Committee review and approval were received since the last 

report.  Two were approved, one was disapproved, and one is pending:  

Pergola on Eagle Perch Ct.- Approved, Attached garage on Meriwether Dr - 

Approved, Attached garage on Stacey Ct - Disapproved, Attached garage on 

Stacey Ct - Pending. No other requests for approval are under review or 

pending.  No issues or complaints are currently under investigation by the by 

the committee.  

Directory—Lee Baldwin: Please continue to contact Lee Baldwin at 

lbaldwin01@aol.com with any changes that you need made to the directory.  

Updates are made throughout the year and published once a year before the 

Annual Meeting.  There are no new developments or news. 

Aviation Committee—Rick Baldwin, chair: We have purchased two new 

windsocks and are working with Kevin to install a new pole.  The new 

windsock will be more visible and responsive to the winds.  We are 

continuing to enjoy a considerable increase in traffic, with visitors and 

landowners flying in (while remaining socially distant).  Airport Day has 

been postponed indefinitely. 

Apple Orchard Update--Lee Baldwin:  Several community members have 

volunteered to be part of the Orchard Care Team.  This involves weeding, 

placing landscape fabric, and mulching around specific assigned trees.  

We are making steady progress.  Please contact Lee Baldwin at 

lbaldwin01@aol.com if you want to participate!  We are also going to be 

using an organic spray to deter caterpillars, who seem to love the young 

trees.  All but three of the trees are thriving!  The bulletin board should be 

up by this summer.  

Deer Control Committee— No report.   

Common Areas and Facilities Committee—Alan Weyman, chair.  No 

report, but the area around the Oak Park barn is being landscaped with 

new plantings, planned and executed by Barb Tierney and helpers!  Come 

see the progress! 

Roads and Maintenance Committee—Mike Gupton, Chair: We are in the 

process of obtaining bids to replace the culvert on Merifield Dr. near Mike 
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Lyon's house, as well as some patching and possibly some tar and gravel 

surfacing on a few areas. We will report back to the board with our 

recommendations when we have our bids. 

Security Committee—David Hammer:  No report. 

[End of Minutes and April Reports] 

Merifield Residents Exchange 

Garrett Matheny is looking for a dock to rent for the summer.  If you can help Garrett, 

please contact him at garrett.w.matheny@gmail.com or call him at 828-361-6353.   

Virginia History – Southern Virginia 

The Trial of the Century – April 29, 1793 

An incredible story in Virginia history occurred on a tobacco plantation named “Bizarre.”  

The plantation was located near Farmville in Cumberland County.  The story centers 

around one of the most prominent Colonial Virginia families, the Randolphs, but also 

includes the daughter (Patsy) of Thomas Jefferson; the American patriot Patrick Henry, 

the fourth Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, John Marshall; and finally the 

Founding Father Gouverneur Morris from New York, who wrote the Preamble to the U.S. 

Constitution. 

The Randolph family was to Virginia what the Adamses were to Massachusetts or the 

Roosevelts would be to New York.  They were rich, socially prominent, and greatly 

involved in politics.  They not only married into other distinguished Virginia families, 

they married Randolph cousins.   Richard Randolph married his distant cousin Judith 

Randolph in 1789.  In 1780 they moved to a Randolph family plantation called Bizarre in 

Cumberland County, Virginia.   Judith’s younger sister Anne Cary (Nancy) came to live 

with the couple at the age of 17, upon the remarriage of the sisters’ father, Thomas Mann 

Randolph. 

In October of 1782, Richard Randolph, his wife Judith, and his stepsister Nancy arrived to 

visit relatives Randolph and Mary Harrison at their estate, Glentivar, approximately thirty 

miles to the north in Cumberland County.  During the night, Mary Harrison was awakened 

by screams coming from Nancy’s bedroom.  When Mary Harrison brought laudanum to 

the room after being told that Nancy was ill, she was barred from entering by Richard 

Randolph.  The next day, Nancy remained in her room, but Mary Harrison observed 

bloodstains on the stairs.  Rumors began to circulate immediately among the servants at 

Glentivar that during the night a baby had been born, the result of an adulterous affair 

between Richard Randolph and his stepsister Nancy, and that the baby had been killed and 

the body of the infant disposed of. 

After Richard, Judith, and Nancy returned to Bizarre, rumors spread quickly and Richard 

realized that he was under suspicion by members of his own social class, thus endangering 

the honor and reputation of the entire Randolph family.  After consulting with legal 

counsel, Richard took the unusual step of having an open letter published in the Virginia 

Gazette, saying that he would present himself to the next session of the Cumberland 

Court, ready to answer any accusations that might be brought against him.  When Richard 

Randolph traveled to the Cumberland County Courthouse during the third week of April, 

expecting to clear his name, he was instead arrested by the high sheriff and put in jail.  He 

was charged with “feloniously murdering a child said to be born of Nancy.” 

On April 29, 1793, the trial of Richard Randolph began in the Cumberland County 

Courthouse.  Richard had spent seven days in jail.  People had come from near and far to 

witness “the trial of the century” packing the courtroom and crowding outside the 
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courthouse to listen through the open windows.  Judith and Nancy sat in the courtroom 

along with numerous Randolph relatives, including Patsy Jefferson Randolph (Thomas 

Jefferson’s daughter, married to a Randolph).  The Randolph family had hired several 

lawyers to defend Richard, including John Marshall, and the famous patriot Patrick Henry.    

Numerous witnesses, including Patsy Jefferson who was married to a Randolph, were 

called to the stand to respond to questions about the relationship between Richard and 

Nancy and the events that occurred at the Harrison’s Glentivar plantation.  Patrick Henry 

began a cross-examination of an aunt, Mary Page, a frequent visitor to Bizarre.  Mary 

Page had suspected that Nancy was pregnant, and Henry asked her to describe the 

circumstances which had caused her suspicions.  Aunt Page related that she had had the 

opportunity to observe Nancy, undressed, through a crack in a locked door.  Patrick Henry 

is reported to have leaned toward the witness and asked, “Madam, which eye did you peep 

with?”  As laughter spread through the courtroom, Henry turned to the panel of 16 justices 

presiding over the trial and boomed, “Great God, deliver us from eavesdroppers.” 

John Marshall delivered the closing statement for the defense, not attempting to dispute 

any of the facts presented by the witnesses, but pointing out that there was no proof that a 

baby had been born, much less that it had been killed.  No body was ever discovered.  

Marshall concluded that although there was some foundation for suspicion, every 

circumstance could be accounted for related to the actions of Richard Randolph and Miss 

Nancy Randolph.  The justices accepted this argument, saying that there was insufficient 

evidence for a conviction.  The Randolph family returned to Bizarre confident that the 

scandal was over. 

Three years later, Richard Randolph died (1796).  Nancy Randolph continued to live with 

her sister Judith until 1805, but the relationship between the two seriously deteriorated.  

Nancy left Bizarre in 1805 and continuously moved between various Randolph family 

members throughout Virginia.  She finally settled in Richmond and attempted to find 

work.  Rumors of the old scandal always followed her wherever she lived, some spread by 

Randolph family members.  In 1808, Nancy had moved to New York City and although 

the details are unknown, she had an encounter with Gouverneur Morris.  Morris was a 

signatory of the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution.  When Virginia was 

debating the ratification of the Constitution, Morris had visited Virginia and in fact had 

stayed at the home of Nancy’s parents, Tuckahoe plantation. 

Although Morris was aware of the rumors connected with Nancy, he felt that she had 

endured more than her share of hardship and unjustified persecution, much of which was 

at the hands of her own family.  He eventually offered her the job of housekeeper of his 

estate, Morrisania.  In 1809, Nancy accepted the position and moved into Morrisania.  On 

Christmas Day, 1809, Nancy (age 35) married the previously confirmed bachelor Morris 

(age 57).  They had a son, Gouverneur Morris, Jr., and were happily married until Morris’ 

death in 1816.  Nancy died in 1837. 

To this day, the mystery of what happened that night in 1792 at Glentivar plantation 

remains.  Bizarre plantation burned to the ground in 1813 and Judith Randolph moved to a 

house in Farmville.  There are two excellent books on the “Scandal at Bizarre” that 

provide much more in-depth information on this fascinating chapter in Virginia history: 

Crawford, Alan Pell. Unwise Passions: A True Story of a Remarkable Woman—and the 

First Great Scandal of Eighteenth-Century America.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000. 

Kierner, Cynthia A.  Scandal at Bizarre.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004. 
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Websites to Explore While Staying Home 

As all of us are spending a lot of time at home (and in front of our computers), here are 

some websites that you might find interesting: 

Free Video Tour of the British Museum’s 2013 Blockbuster Pompeii and 
Herculaneum Exhibit: 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/take-cinematic-tour-pompeii-and-

herculaneum-

180974926/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20200

520-daily-

responsive&spMailingID=42547186&spUserID=MjAzNDYxNTgzOTQ2S0&spJobID=1

762009543&spReportId=MTc2MjAwOTU0MwS2 

Take a Virtual Tour of Famous Museums: 

https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-

tours 

Library of Congress Blog Post on Mapping Pandemics: 

https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2020/04/mapping-pandemics-at-the-library 

Explore Hillwood Estate from Home: 

The Hillwood Estate in Washington, D.C., was the home of Marjorie Merriweather Post 

(1887-1973), an American businesswoman, socialite, philanthropist, and owner of General 

Foods, Inc. (Post Cereal).  She used much of her fortune to collect art, particularly pre-

Revolution Russian art, much of which is on display at her home Hillwood.  The estate is 

also noted for its beautiful gardens.   

https://www.hillwoodmuseum.org/explore-hillwood-home 

Live Virtual Astronomy Shows 

The Science Museum of Virginia offers live astronomy tours on Thursdays at 2:00 p.m.: 

https://www.smv.org/upcoming-events/live-astronomy-shows-weekly 

Upcoming Clarksville and Area Events: 

Putts for Paws Date Change 

Charlotta Howell contacted me to say that the 17th Annual Linda Holt Memorial Putts for 

Paws Captain’s Choice Gold Tournament has been rescheduled for Friday, August 14th, 

2020.  This event benefits the Lake Country SPCA in Clarksville.  The Registration Form 

and the Sponsorship Tax Form have been posted on the Merifield Acres website.  Please 

see: 

https://merifieldacres.org/the-place/civic-organizations/lake-country-spca/ 

Clarksville Wine Festival Date Change 

The Clarkville Wine Festival that was to occur in April has been rescheduled for Saturday, 

August 29th, 2020. 
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News Alert! 
Please send Emily Howie any news or items of interest for publication in the next 

newsletter to: Emily.Howie@halnorman.com (or call 374-1590).  Thank you! 

 


