
~-, 

MERIFlELD ACRES LANDOWNER'S ASSOCIATION 

Special Board of Directors Meeting 
July 15, 1997 

President Margaret White called the meeting to order and stated that the main purpose of 
this special meeting was to fonnulate an approach to the assessing of replatted and 
non-perk lots to present to the immediate membership at the Annual Meeting in 
September. 

Nominating Committee - Chairman Tom Lilly provided the Board with a list of six people 
who had agreed to serve for three year terms as new board members: Margaret White, 
Michelle Yauch, Paul Lautermilch, Dan Harris, Marie Garratt and Roy Wendt. Joe Noah 
made a motion that we accept the slate as nominees at the Annual Meeting and Jim 
Gordon seconded. The vote was unanimous. 

Equipment Building 

Several phone caJJs have been received from residents who are concerned that we have 
decided to go ahead with this building.. President Margaret White stated that it should be 
clear to all that we are only in the early stages of this project and that no final decision has 
been made. Frank Clippinger has been given approval to solicit bids but no funding has 
been approved. The project will be discussed at the Annual Meeting. John Floreth 
commented that a portion of the approved special assessment budget for 1996-97-98 had 
been approved which includes $15,000 for this building. 

'Non-Perk' and Combined Lots 

President Margaret White sent letters to the local realtors explaining our situation 
regarding the assessment of these lots. A letter has alse been sent to property owners who 
would be affected by any new assessment policy. Much discussion ensued around the 
various positive and negative aspects of this issue, and about the possibility of law suits 
against MALA by the property owners involved. Margaret White commented that the 
attorney we consulted felt that perhaps such a law suit would be in our best interest, in 
that a judge could then make a ruling on the issue. Margaret White was asked to again 
contact the attorney and ask if he thought MALA could let stand the 1991 decision of 
allowing only one assessment for lots that have been replatted into a single parcel of land, 
and, if so, could we use the June 5, 1997 newsletter date as the cutoff for any future 
replaning (i.e., "grandfathering" those before that date). Unless a change is made, the new 
assessment policy will go into effect January I, 1998. 



Eric Scheidt made a motion that the original motion made by Tom Lilly be amended to 
read that all lots are to be billed as either improved or unimproved, as opposed to any 
other distinction (eg., perk, non-perk). Dott Wells seconded and the motion was passed 
with one dissenting vote. 

Three committees were organized to continue research on this issue. Dott Wells and Jim 
Morgan will review the existing by-laws regarding excusing assessments; Frank 
Clippinger, Joe Noah and John Floreth will project how much each owner would need to 
pay for just road maintenance should we be successful in getting new legislation to help us 
out; and Roger Greenhalgh will continue working on researching the possibility of 
legislation and contacting other subdivisions within Mecklenburg County to see if they 
would be affected by legislation enacted for us. Roger will no longer pursue VOOT 
taking over our roads. 

Newsletter Notes 

The comments made by the attorney regarding the 'non-perk' assessments will be made a 
part of the mailing for the Annual Meeting and will be discussed at that time. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Buccine 
Secretary 
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