
 

 

August 2019 MALA Newsletter 

Merifield Acres Annual Meeting and Picnic 

The Merifield Acres annual picnic and general meeting will be held on SATURDAY, 

October 12th, at Oak Park Stable.  Additional details, including the time of the picnic and 

general meeting, will be in the letters and ballots now being sent to residents.  Please mark 

your calendars.    

Come and meet your neighbors and friends! 

Oak Park  

MALA Board 

members reported at 

the August Board 

meeting that they have 

received compliments 

from Merifield 

residents on the 

improvements and 

restoration of Oak 

Park.  The new 

playground equipment 

is already a favorite 

with children.  Lee 

Baldwin provided 

some great photos of 

children enjoying the new playground and its surrounding sand.  If you have some 

photographs of Oak Park and the playground that you would like to share, please email 

them to me, Emily.howie@halnorman.com, or Hal Norman, 

hal.norman@halnorman.com.  We will post them on the Merifield website and use 

them in future issues of the newsletter. 

Merifield Apple Orchard 

The continued dry conditions in Merifield have damaged more of the saplings in the apple 

orchard; however, MALA will be helping to purchase replacement trees to be planted in 

November.  Lee Baldwin will be providing a full report soon. 

Lake Country Regional and Merifield Airports 

Lee Baldwin reported that although the Lake Country Regional Airport is now back in 

operation, the Merifield Airport has continued to be used more than usual. 
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MALA Board and Annual Meetings 

Please mark your calendar now for the upcoming MALA Board Meetings scheduled the 

2nd Tuesday of every EVEN month and held in the Hensley’s garage: Left at the tennis 

courts, 2nd drive on the right on Occoneechee. 

All Board meetings start promptly at 7:00 P.M. 

   September/October Annual Meeting – SATURDAY, October 12th 

   Board Meeting – December 10, 2019 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Merifield Acres Landowners' Association  
Board Meeting––August 13, 2019 

 
I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Kevin Hensley, 

President, at 7:00 pm at the Hensley’s garage.  

II. Roll Call (by sign-in):  The following board members were present:  

Annie Hensley, Kevin Hensley, Rick Baldwin, Lee Baldwin, Emily 

Howie, Chris Crouse, Mike Compton, David Hammer, Rusty Bishop, 

Katie Ott, Kathy Compton, Carolyn Ferguson, Mike Gupton, Ed Mazur, 

and Alan Weyman.  Also in attendance were Tim Ott, Hal Norman, 

Andy Ferguson, Butch Cheatham, and Estes Thompson. 

 
III. Minutes—June 2019 moved, seconded, and approved unanimously.  

 
IV. Committee Reports/Open Issues (organized alphabetically by 

Committee after President’s and Treasurer’s reports) 

First Order of Business and President’s Report—Kevin stated he 
was very proud of the condition of Oak Park and thanked the volunteers 
for all of their service. 

Treasurer’s Report—Annie Hensley, Treasurer, presented the report.  
MALA has $103,122.74 invested in a CD at 2.35% and a $124,697.12 
balance in checking at Carter’s Bank. Ed Mazur reported that we have 
approximately $204,000 in the Benchmark investment account. 

A question was asked about how the roads budget works over longer 
periods of time, especially when little is spent in a given year. Mike 
Gupton explained that the annual budgets anticipate the repaving of 
major roads as the need arises by annually placing unspent road funds 
into a road reserve until they are needed for major work. A question 
was raised regarding anticipated expenditures from the investment 
account.  These have not to date been included directly in the annual 
budget.  A request was made by Ed Mazur to include a line item in the 
budget for investment income (currently around $4000), possibly to be 
earmarked for use for improvements and special projects.  

The proposed 2020 budget was handed out at the meeting to all 
members of the Board.  A motion to approve the proposed budget for 
presentation to the general membership was made, seconded, and 
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unanimously approved, subject to the addition of line item for 
investment, and the allocation of some of that income to general 
improvements and special projects.  

Joyce Woodfin, Shar Cheatham, Annie Hensley, and Lee Baldwin 
completed the annual audit of MALA’s books. Joyce submitted the 
following report:  The audit team reviewed and confirmed that the 
computer entries and the bank checkbook entries from June 5, 2018 to 
May 31, 2019 matched on July 29, 2019. 

Appearance and Beautification—Kevin reported for Butch Cheatham 
and Chip Overton, acknowledging the excellent job they have done!   

Architectural—Allen Weyman, chair, reported that four requests for 
Architectural Committee review and approval were received since the 
last report. They were approved as follows: 

1. New House on Merifield Drive. 

2. New House on Meriwether Drive. 

3. New House on Lewis Road. 

4. Detached Garage on Occoneechee Drive. 

No other requests for approval are under review or pending. 

A few complaints regarding tree removal and lot clearing have come up 
since the last meeting as follows: 

• A complaint was received about parking of trucks on the street and 

common land (the airfield) during the day by a contractor who was 

leaving vehicles parked overnight on the side of the road. The lot 

owner was informed of the problem and he took appropriate action 

with the contractor. The current Architectural Guidelines do cover 

this, but to make it very clear it will be addressed in the revised 

guidelines in a separate new section called, "Guidelines for Tree 

Removal and Lot Clearing" (See revised Guidelines). 

• Some people have told us that they think that too many trees are 

being removed during lot clearing for new house construction. They 

think the lots are being "clear cut" by removing every tree. On the 

recent clearings, the rules were followed in that trees to be retained 

were marked by the owner and the Committee approved the 

removal plan as required. When someone builds on a single lot, the 

space required for the house, garage, septic tank, septic field, well, 

and driveway can take up almost all of the available space, 

especially on some of the smaller lots. In addition, not all the trees 

that remain are worth keeping. So, the trees that are retained are a 

few trees down each side and a few trees in the back. From the 

street it looks like clear cutting. The only thing that can be done is to 

encourage people to replant trees after the construction is 

completed. Several lot owners have done this with ornamental trees 

which look quite nice. To help with this, we are adding another new 
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section to the revised guidelines called, "Guidelines for Post 

Construction Landscaping" (see revised Guidelines). 

No other complaints or issues are currently under review. 

The Committee will be nominating Marc Carney as a candidate to run 
for election this year to fill the seat on the Committee that will be 
vacated by Andy Ferguson's retirement after 15 years of service. If 
there is anyone else who might be interested in running as a candidate 
for this position, let Alan know. 

At the last meeting, Alan reported that he planned to attach the final 
version of the revised Architectural Guidelines to the August committee 
report for incorporation into the Board members' green books and into 
future realtor disclosure packages. Since there will be a new member 
seated on the Architectural Committee after the election at the annual 
meeting, he has decided to wait to put the new name and contact 
information on the committee membership list and then issue the 
revised guidelines shortly after the annual meeting in October. 

Directory—Lee Baldwin – The updated directory will be mailed to the 
membership with the Annual Meeting letter. 

Aviation—Rick Baldwin, chair – There are two items: While Lake 
Country Regional is closed for repaving, one resident’s aircraft is tied 
down permanently and another’s on weekends.  We have found two old 
tie-downs that can be used.  We have also purchased a new windsock 
that will be put up sometime this week.   

Oak Park—All of the major structures for the playground are in place, 
connected, and set in concrete.  We would like to especially thank 
Sambo Lewis, Alan Weyman, Butch Cheatham, and Jim Monaco for 
many days of help in the hot sun!  We need to organize a workday 
sometime in the next two weeks or so to complete the installation. We 
would like to plan a Dedication day sometime for Oak Park. 

Common Areas and Facilities—Alan Weyman, chair.  We have 
received many compliments regarding the upgrades in Oak Park.   

Deer Control—Kevin reported for Scott Diamond, chair – There is no 
control… .   

Roads and Maintenance—Mike Gupton – Mike has contacted a 
company about a horizontal boring machine to put in a new culvert near 
Mike Lyons’ house.  They are supposed to be back in contact soon to 
meet and discuss possibilities.  A question was raised regarding 
whether any roads are tentatively rescheduled to be resurfaced. This 
will be addressed in the spring of 2020. The money from the Carter 
Bank CD will be available in March 2020 should it be needed for road 
work. 

Security—David Hammer, chair– David investigated some complaints 
and the matter was referred to law enforcement. Also a reminder that 
there is no open burning in Merifield.  

Newsletter, Email and Newcomer Welcoming—Hal and Emily are 
working on the technical issues and the website.  People are asking to 
put in ads and general requests, so they are considering perhaps 
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having a classifieds section.  Please send Merifield news and other 
pictures and articles for the newsletter. 

Webpage—Hal Norman – Hal is working on some issues and is 
working on reestablishing personal accounts on the website.  Please 
send photos to Mala@halnorman.com. 

 
V. New Business: 

Katie Ott reported that some property owners are concerned about 
short-term (vacation) rentals in the neighborhood.  A short discussion 
followed, but no action was taken at this time due to legal concerns. 

A question was raised by Estes Thompson regarding the Corps of 
Engineers dock permit fees, which have recently risen to $800 for a 
five-year permit.  Mr. Thompson has written Senator Kaine. Kevin 
suggested that this may need to be addressed to Congressman Denver 
Riggleman.  Discussion included whether the Board should make a 
statement to the Corps and it was suggested that this may be a matter 
for public commentary.  Mr. Thompson will follow through. 

Annie Hensley asked that any board members whose terms are up in 
2019 let her know if they would like to stay on the board.  The final 
ballots will be in the Annual Meeting letter.  

The Annual meeting will be held at Oak Park on Saturday, October 12.  
 

VI. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned by Kevin Hensley at 8:06 pm. 

 

Clarksville/Mecklenburg County News 

Orbitz Names Clarksville as One of the 12 Most Charming Lake Towns 

In case you missed the article in the Mecklenburg Sun or the Orbitz blog post, Clarksville 

was named as one of the 12 most charming lake towns in the United States by the travel 

website Orbitz.  Here is a link to the blog post: 

https://www.orbitz.com/blog/2019/07/americas-most-charming-lake-towns/ 

Clarksville Town Council Meeting on September 3rd 

Two upcoming special meetings will be held in September related to changes in zoning 

ordinances.  On September 17th, at 6:00 p.m., the Town Council and the Clarksville 

Planning Commission will hear a request to install seven metal storage buildings on 

vacant land next to the CVS pharmacy at the corner of Highway 58 Business and Getaway 

Lane.  The proposed storage buildings will have 190 storage units.  The project will be a 

phased construction project with possible additional structures. 

A second joint meeting of the Town Council and the Clarksville Planning Commission 

will be held on September 23rd, at 6:00 p.m.  The purpose of this meeting is to present 

proposed new zoning ordinances to the public.  This is not a public hearing, but a 

presentation of the final draft to begin the process of adopting changes to zoning 

ordinances.  Please see the following Mecklenburg Sun article for more information: 

http://www.sovanow.com/index.php?/news/article/clarksville_council_meets_updated_on_offic
ers_family/  

www.merifieldacres.org
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MEC Project to Bring High-Speed Broadband to Mecklenburg County 

The Mecklenburg County Board of Supervisors has agreed to partner with Mecklenburg 

Electric Cooperative (MEC) on a request for grant funding from the State of Virginia for 

their efforts to bring ultra-high-speed broadband to county residents.  MEC hopes to 

secure $200,000 from the Virginia Telecommunications Initiative (VATI) grant program 

for the project.  Existing MEC customers curious about whether the Cooperative can 

provide broadband service can visit EMPower MEC to see if their home is within 1,000 

feet of the existing fiber background and meets the criteria set by MEC for broadband 

service.  Please see: 

http://empowermec.net  

Other News 

Hurricane Season Preparedness 

As we are now in the most active part of Hurricane Season and have just been through 

Hurricane Dorian, please remember that the website of the National Hurricane Center has 

a webpage to help you prepare and be ready for potential hurricane activity.  Please see: 

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/prepare/ready.php  

Atlantic Coast Pipeline 

Dominion Energy has announced that it still expects to open the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 

(ACP) in 2021.  For more details, please see: 

https://www.wfae.org/post/despite-court-rulings-atlantic-coast-pipeline-still-track-dominion-
says#stream/0  

Help for Victims of Hurricane Dorian 

CNBC posted an online article that provides useful information on helping people in need 

after Hurricane Dorian.  Please see: 

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/09/04/how-to-help-victims-after-hurricane-dorian.html  

Other Items of Interest 

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division 

Unique in their scope and richness, the picture collections of the Library of Congress’s 

Prints and Photographs Division number more than 16 million images. These include 

photographs, historical prints, posters, cartoons, documentary drawings, fine prints, and 

architectural and engineering designs. While international in scope, the collections are 

particularly strong in materials documenting the history of the United States and the lives, 

interests, and achievements of the American people.  Most of the items in the collections 

are in the public domain so you can use them without worrying about copyright 

restrictions.  A list of images by popular topics can be found at: 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/listguid.html#history  

To search the Prints and Photographs Online Catalog, please go to: 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/  

The Prints and Photographs Division has recently digitized its collection of over 450 

vintage circus posters, primarily in color.  To see this collection, please go to: 

www.merifieldacres.org
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?q=Circus+posters+pos&fa=displayed%3Aanywhere&sp=1
&st=gallery  

Merifield Neighbors Exchange 

Many of the Merifield residents use the Nextdoor App to list items for sale.  The 

newsletter will now list items that residents have for sale, or requests for residents who are 

looking to rent dock space, etc.  Residents who contact me to place this information in the 

newsletter must provide complete contact information.  Please note that the items will 

only run for one issue of the newsletter.  Residents will need to contact me to continue to 

run their information on items for sale or their requests in subsequent newsletter issues.   

Dock Space Rental Request: 

We just moved into our new home at 408 Occoneechee Dr and would like to rent dock 

space for our 17' trimaran sailboat. She is 17' long, has a 12' beam, 2' draft, mast height 

above water ~25', with an electric motor (no noise). Please contact Lucky Covati 

434.362.2106 Please leave a message if no one answers.  

Consumer Alerts 

Ford Recall of Pickup Trucks and SUVs – Ford is recalling almost 500,000 Pickups and 

SUVs for a seat problem that might malfunction in a crash.  Please see: 

https://www.consumerreports.org/car-recalls-defects/ford-recalls-trucks-suvs-seat-problem/  

Medicare Fraud and Healthcare Rip-Offs – Good article from Consumer Reports about 

Medicare scams and help for avoiding surprise medical bills: 

https://www.consumerreports.org/scams-fraud/protect-yourself-from-healthcare-rip-offs/  

Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) – Remember to check the Recall List at 

the CPSC website periodically for information on unsafe products: 

https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls  

Udi Classic Hamburger Buns Recalled Due to Potential Presence of Small Plastic 

Pieces – Please see the following recall notice from the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA): 

https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/udis-classic-hamburger-
buns-recalled-due-potential-presence-foreign-material  

Upcoming Clarksville and Area Events 

Highlighted Events: 

***Clarksville Farm Fresh Marketplace IV:  2nd and 4th Saturdays from April 27th to 

October 26th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Downtown Clarksville.  The September dates for 

the marketplace:  September 14th and September 28th. 

***Harvest Days Festival #19 – October 5th, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Virginia Avenue, 

Clarksville.  Please see the following webpage for more details: 

https://clarksvilleva.com/fall-plans-are-underway/  

Lake Country SPCA of Clarksville Stone Soup Supper–October 14th, 5:00 to 7:00 

p.m., Clarksville Presbyterian Church, 502 Virginia Avenue.  No charge for homemade 

soup, bread, and dessert, but donations are welcome.  The event flyer and the event table 

sponsorship donation form receipt form are posted on the Merifield Acres website. 

https://merifieldacres.org/the-place/civic-organizations/lake-country-spca/  

www.merifieldacres.org
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Additional Area Events 

Beer Bash – September 14th, 4:00 to 8:00 p.m., Mecklenburg Electric Pavilion, Chase 

City.  Event sponsored by MacCallum More Museum and Gardens and the Chase City 

Volunteer Fire Department. 

Mecklenburg County Community Services Corporation – September 21st, 6:00 to 

9:30 p.m., Love Boat Fundraising Auction, Clarksville YMCA. 

Occoneechee State Park Event – September 28th, 10:00 a.m., National Public Lands 

Day, events for kids and family.  Please see: 

https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/park-event-info?id=OC190058-00  

Rosemont Winery Wine + Dine – September 28th, 1:00 to 5:30 p.m., Wine tasting and 

amazing food at Rosemont Winery in Bracey. 

https://rosemontofvirginia.com/event/wine-dine-2/  

***Fall LampPost Contest #19 – October 1st, 12:00 Noon to 11:00 p.m., Virginia 

Avenue.  Come and decorate a lamp post along Virginia Avenue in downtown Clarksville.  

The three themes this year are: Harvest/Fall, Halloween, and Disney/Pixar/Universal Kids 

Movie Villains.  Register at: 

http://business.clarksvilleva.com/events/details/fall-lamppost-contest-19-7928  

Lake Life Live Summer Series – 3:00 to 9:00 p.m., Shopping, Food, and Bands in 

Downtown Clarksville, Corner of 5th and Virginia Avenue – October 5th, Concert by 

Steve Owens and Summertime.  The Lake Life Live Summer Series is sponsored by the 

Clarksville Economic Development Authority. 

Cruise-in-Car Show -- October 5th, 4:00 to 8:00 p.m., Downtown Clarksville, Virginia 

Avenue from 3rd to 7th Street. 

Clarksville Players – Production of The Cover of Life, October 18th and 19th, 7:30 

p.m., and October 20th at 3:00 p.m., Clarksville Fine Arts Center. 

Rosemont Winery 11th Annual End of Harvest Celebration – October 19th, 11:00 

a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Free events for the whole family, Rosemont Winery at Bracey. 

https://rosemontofvirginia.com/event/harvestfestival/  

For detailed information on Clarksville and Area Events, please see: 

http://business.clarksvilleva.com/events/  

***Indicates events sponsored by the Clarksville Chamber of Commerce. 

Weekly/Monthly Events 

Friday Night Dance – Clarksville Ruritans’ Thrift Shop –EVERY Friday night at 7:00 

p.m., $5.00 admission. 

Clarksville Ruritans’ Bingo -- EVERY Tuesday night from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the 

center. 

Fish Fry & BBQ – 3rd Thursday of every month from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., VFW Post 8163. 

Tacos & Trivia – Tuesdays at the Lamplighter Restaurant.  Trivia game runs from 7:00 to 

9:00 p.m. 

Last Train to Clarksville Train Club – EVERY Tuesday and some Saturdays from 

10:00 a.m. to 12 Noon, 101 Russell Street (behind Hardee’s). 

 

www.merifieldacres.org
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News Alert! 

Please send Emily Howie any news or items of interest for publication in the next 

newsletter to: Emily.Howie@halnorman.com (or call 374-1590).  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 


