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Merifield Acres Landowners' Association  
43rd Annual Meeting Minutes—October 12, 2019 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Kevin Hensley, 
President, at 1:00 pm at the Oak Park barn.  50 Members, including 
Board Members were present. 

II. Roll Call (by sign-in):  The following board members were present:  
Kevin Hensley, Rick Baldwin, Lee Baldwin, Emily Howie, Hal Norman, Ed 
Mazur, David Hammer, Alan Weyman, Mike Compton, Phil Beck, Rusty 
Bishop, Mike Gupton, Kent Galvin, Kathy Compton, and Chris Crouse. 

Approval of Minutes from Last Annual Meeting:  Minutes from last 
year’s annual meeting of October 14, 2018, and additionally, the minutes 
for the October 14, 2017 annual meeting, were approved as written. 

III. Committee Reports/Open Issues: (organized alphabetically by 
Committee after President’s and Treasurer’s reports) 

First Order of Business and President’s Report—Kevin Hensley: 
Our community, and particularly Oak Park, has benefitted from lots of 
improvements this year, including the new playground, decorating 
around the pump house, and the new hand pump with fresh water.  
We want to thank all of you for attending our Annual Meeting.   
Treasurer’s Report—Annie Hensley, Treasurer, was unable to attend, 
so the report and the Financial Committee Report were presented by 
Ed Mazur, Financial Committee chairman. 
The association has funds in Carter’s Bank totaling around $225,000.  
This includes our operating funds, etc. and our road funds (roughly 
$37,000).  We also have funds invested in CDs with Benchmark Bank 
(valued at $204,000), with more than $5000 projected income for this 
year. The Board has decided to use this income for special community 
enhancement projects, but we will continue to preserve the principal. A 
copy of the budget has been passed out to the attendees. It shows 
investment income profits ($4000) to be applied to special 
enhancement projects.  Major expenses for roads are drawn from our 
road maintenance reserve, which is maintained for doing major road 
work that is required on a non-annual but as-needed basis. Unused 
road funds in any given year are transferred into the Road Reserve for 
future use. 
The proposed budget for 2020 was approved by a majority vote with 2 
votes opposed and 3 votes abstaining. 
Financial Committee—Matters covered in Treasurers Report above. 
Appearance and Beautification—Kevin Hensley and Barbara Tierney 
presented for Butch Cheatham: 
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Many improvements of the community were completed this year in 
terms of overall beautification, including work on the front entry area. 
Barbara Tierney will be heading a committee to landscape around the 
Oak Park barn.  If you have plants that are deer resistant and drought 
tolerant that you can share, we will plant them at the barn.  Volunteers 
will be needed prepare the soil with the required amendments (too 
much clay), and to plant.  Please sign the volunteer sheet and review 
the plants listed to see if you can help. 
Architectural Committee—Alan Weyman is reporting for Andy 
Ferguson, who has officially stepped down as committee chair. 
Alan acknowledged Andy Ferguson for his dedication and work with 
the committee for the last 15 years; Andy was primarily responsible for 
the recent improvements in the guidelines. He is retiring from the 
committee this year. 
There have been 13 requests this year and all were approved.  In the 
previous year there were 7 requests: 

• 2 houses on Highpoint  
• 1 house on Lewis  
• 1 house on Meriwether 
• 1 house on Merifield 
• 1 house on Occoneechee  
• 1 addition to deck with pergola on Stacey Court 
• 1 pergola on Shady Lane 
• 2 detached garages (Cedar Lane and Occoneechee) 
• 3 sheds on Briarfield, Merifield, and Highpoint 

No Requests for Approval are currently under review. 
No written complaints were received last year.   
No issues are currently being investigated. 
The revised Request for Approval Guidelines are attached. It is a 
consolidation into one document with revisions of the twelve separate 
documents that were previously used to provide information and 
guidelines. It was circulated to Board members in April for review and 
comments.  These should be in the green books held by the Board 
members. The new guidelines document should be put into the Board 
members’ Green Books in Section 3 in place of the old guidelines. The 
old guideline pages have the word “SAMPLE” in the footer. The new 
guidelines document should be used in all future Settlement Disclosure 
Packages that are released by the Board. This document may be 
released to realtors, contractors, and any other interested parties for 
their information and use as appropriate.  
Directory—Lee Baldwin reported that the Directory is being updated 
with information from the vote sheets and from telephone calls. 
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Aviation Committee—Rick Baldwin:  
The 2019 Airport Day, June 8, was hampered by rain and 800-foot 
ceilings.  Nevertheless, we had food and a hangar party, including 
some tales by Joe Noah, videos about George Preddy, and flight 
simulator games.  We are planning to schedule Airport Day for June 20 
and 21, 2020 (next year).  We will have more planes to ride and some 
radio-controlled airplane demonstrations.  In 2019 we replaced the 
windsock and the airport sign, which now describes our runway as the 
“most beautiful airport in Virginia”.  Sambo Lewis has taken soil 
samples of the runway and we will probably do some grass seeding 
(plugs).  This summer we had more usage when Lake Country 
Regional was shut down, and now we have one based aircraft. RC 
aircraft and drones are also flying a couple of times a year. 
Apple Orchard Committee (Merifield Appleseed Project) – Lee 
Baldwin – The old trees were planted in 1947, and last year’s planting 
yielded 16 new heritage apple trees.  Sadly, 24 of the plantings died as 
a result of drainage problems and drought.  We have a plan for 
improving the drainage and for amending the soil around all of the 
trees to assure their survival (the soil has been determined to contain 
too much clay to allow for drainage). Twenty-four trees have been 
ordered to replace those lost. They will be planted, along with 14 grafts 
from the old trees, on Nov. 9, Apple Orchard Day, 2019. Kevin 
explained that the playground sand that we did not use will be used in 
the apple orchard for soil amendment and drainage. 

• Ed Mazur made the motion that the minutes express the 
appreciation of the community for the work that Rick and Lee 
have invested in the orchard. 

• Kevin affirmed that the Board and community are going to 
continue to support the apple orchard. 

Common Areas and Facilities Committee—Alan Weyman reported.   
See above. 
Deer Control Committee—Kevin Hensley, reporting for Scott 
Diamond:  Hunting is only allowed with bows from a stand in 
designated areas. Scott will give you a permit for bow hunting if you 
contact him. One has been harvested so far this year. 
Newsletter, Email and Newcomer Welcoming—Emily Howie: 
Please send us content for the newsletter and website!  Our 
community has enjoyed many improvements, and we want to make the 
community and public aware of Merifield’s advantages. We are going 
to start having more events and gatherings in Merifield, such as an 
Easter Egg Hunt in Oak Park with burgers, dogs, covered dish, games, 
activities for all ages.  This kind of event has been a tradition in our 
neighborhood that we hope to continue.  Kevin has mentioned that we 
are going to have more community clean-ups and other volunteer 
activities, too.  Please contact Emily at emily.howie@halnorman.com. 

mailto:emily.howie@halnorman.com
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Roads and Maintenance Committee—Mike Gupton:  
The roads are in good shape. We have always put unused road funds 
into reserves for contract paving for when we decide that it is 
necessary. Funds are spent directly from the current budget for regular 
maintenance (such as edging, asphalt patching, etc.)  We may have a 
line on someone who can do these smaller jobs.  VDOT is using a new 
material to patch, and we have begun to try this in some spots. This 
seems to be holding up well.  We are still looking for horizontal 
drilling/boring specialists to work on the section of the road at the 
intersection of Lakepoint Drive and Meriwether Drive. Mowing and 
common area maintenance are continuing under Mike Hite. 
Security Committee—David Hammer:  
The security committee has no issues to report this year. 
Webpage—Hal Norman: 
The webpage is on an even keel.  We are looking into some software 
to reactivate individual accounts, which will allow us to have both 
public and private pages on the site, and communications between 
members.    Please send any interesting news and/or photos that you 
may have for the website. More content is needed!  Email: 
mala@halnorman.com. 

IV. New Business: Alan Weyman mentioned the wedding this past year in 
Oak Park.  It is a lovely venue that we can use for such events.  There is 
now a power panel in the barn, so electricity can be made available via 
generator. 
All candidates for the Board of Directors have been elected by the 
community, and Marc Carney will now be serving on the Architectural 
Committee. 
New community members at the meeting were introduced and welcomed. 

V. Adjournment: A move to adjourn was made and seconded, and the 
meeting was adjourned by Kevin Hensley at 1:49 pm. 
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